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Evicentiery Document No. 5399, 


; WAR, ChIMES = ALBON DOCUMENT "Hf 


I, SX10334 Cept. Deuglas McBAIN of DPWEI A.H.Q. make oath and say 
1. I am an officer of the Australian Military 
Forces. 


2. Annexyed hereto and marked Exhibit C is a copy 
of the Report on Kecoverec PWs ex Amboina by 0.C. Mecicel Div 
2/5 A.G.H. which I have in my possession in the course of my 
duties, 


36 Tne originel cannot be nace available. 


Sworn before me et Melbcurne ) 
this 20th dey of May, 1946. ) (Signec) DOUGLAS McBAIN 


(Signed) M, Lachlen Capt. 
An Officer cf the Austrelian 
Military Forces, 


AMPOINA. 


2/5 Aust. Gen Hosp. 
D.D.G.MeSey 14 Sept. 45. 
ADV__LHQ ef: 


REPORT ON FECOVFRED P.Ws, Ex Al BOINA. 


The cutstanding impressions of these 65 men 
over the first 48 hcurs cbservation are as follows:- 


1. 15 were extremely enaciated, hollow-eyed, palli 
had swollen abdomens and ankles end extensive ulcergtion in 
inferior extremities, This group was strongly reminiscent of 
Belsen end one, shockingly wested, died without regaining full 
conscicusness, Four others of this group are giving concern 

anc are not cut of danger. 


2s A large group cf about 45 were a fairly 
homogeneous ccllection exhibiting various steges of malnutrition, 
beri-beri, ‘tropicel ulcers and anaemia. Some of this group had 
been able to bear their weight and welk with assistance in the 
prison camp and on the naval vessels which brought them to 
Mcrotali. 


i as The remainder, some 6 to 8, were in quite good 
! condition apart from obvious loss of weight. 
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‘ Evidentiary Document No.5399, Page 2, 
Pick 
4. Tneir mental ccndition is surprisingly good, 
intense relief is predorinant, coupled with a certain excitation 
expressed by a desire to talk volubly to all listeners of their 
experiences, This phase is giving wey in a very smell nunber 
to a temporary depression of spirit and cecesicnally tears. 


Mcrele is high and they all bear the imprint 
of doggedness and resource without which they were lost. 


It is singularly moving to see a grossly 
emaciated man weighing about 46 stone quite philosophicelly 
erranging his heed more comfortably on his pillow by the 
simple expecient cof gresping his forelcck with a thin wested 
hand and moving by this means his head into the desired 
position, 


; In regerd to specificity cf diagnosis 
investigations are inccmplete. At present it is apparent thet 
the following conditions will be identified, 


Be Beri Beri, wet and dry with gross hypo-proteinaemia, 
haemodilution anaemia (meinly macroscopic) and 
varying degrees of cardiac decompensation, 

Tendon reflexes are absent in about 80%. 


Malaria will appear in a high percentage, pyrexia 
with positive blocd films are alreacy in evidence. 


Hook-worhh, asceris and strongeloides infestation will 
be heavy. Wo specific bacillary pathogen has been 
isolatec. No amoebic infestetion has been identified 
as yet, 


There is one case suggestive of sprue, 


There is evidence cf residual pigmentation of pellagra 
in three cases, 


Scurvy is conspicuous by its absence. 


Visuel impairment is present in 6 cases. Its cause 
as yet uncertein,. 


The post-mortem on the fatal case showed bilateral 
basel pneumonic consolicetion in addition to extreme 
emaciaticn. 


Ihis is the report, marked (Signec) M. L. POWELL Lt.Col 
Exhibit bal by Lt e-COl M eL ePowell 0.C ehiedical Division 
2/5 Aust.Gen Hospitel dated 14th Sept, 19045, 2/5 Aust. Gen Hosp. 
referred tc in the decleration of Capt. 

Douglas MeRain detec 20th Mey, 1946. 


ae 


(Signec) MN. LACHLAN Capt. 


a 
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